J a s o n D. B e g a y

Associate Professor/Director of Native American Journalism Projects 
School of Journalism, Don Anderson Hall 410
The University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812
406.243.2919
jason.begay@umontana.edu

Positions Held
2010 August – September 2015 The University of Montana, School of Journalism
Assistant Professor/Director of Native American Journalism Projects. Teaching classes in print and audio reporting as well as on diversity issues and the Native News Honors Project. Recruiting and mentoring Native American students. 

2015 July - Present Native American Journalists Association
President. Leading the board of directors in fundraising and further development of NAJA programs and services. Leading national search for a new executive director. Working with the Society of Professional Journalists and the Radio Television Digital News Association to plan the joint Ethics in Journalism conference scheduled for September 2016 in New Orleans. 

2013 July - Present Native American Journalists Association
Board of directors member. I have been selected as NAJA vice president (2013-14) and treasurer (2014-15). 

2004 November – July 2010 The Navajo Times, Window Rock, Arizona
Full-time reporter covering education and tribal government. Also worked as editor of the paper’s “C Section,” featuring entertainment, culture and business news. Appointed acting editor in April 2010.

2002 October – 2004 October The Oregonian, Portland, Oregon
Full-time reporter covering education in Vancouver, Washington. Beat included 10 school districts in Clark County, Washington, two colleges and a state deaf school. (Also completed 12-week internship in summer, 2001.)

2002 May – August The New York Times, New York, N.Y.
Ten-week internship as a full-time reporter on the Metro Desk. Wrote feature and news stories on culture, people, politics and education. Also helped other reporters with research, covering court cases and spot news. Managed to produce two section centerpiece packages. 

2000 May – August The Wichita Eagle, Wichita, Kansas
Twelve-week internship as a full-time police reporter for six weeks and full-time late night enterprise reporter for six weeks. 


1999 September – December The Oakland Tribune, Oakland, California
General assignment intern reporter, 32-hours a week. Covered mostly crime in downtown Oakland. Also managed some slight enterprise reporting on the American Indian population in the city. This was a Chips Quinn internship program and included weekly workshops at the Freedom Forum San Francisco office. 

1999 May – August The Duluth News-Tribune, Duluth, Minnesota
General assignment reporter for the daily newspaper as a summer intern. Wrote many enterprise pieces on neighboring Fond du Lac band of Ojibwe. (Also completed summer internship in 1998.) 

Education
2015 The University of Montana School of Business Administration M.B.A. 
2002 The University of Montana School of Journalism B.A. 
1996 The Institute of American Indian Arts, Santa Fe, N.M. A.A. in Creative Writing

Service to the University 
• Ongoing, volunteer member of the American Indian Student Development Council
[bookmark: _GoBack]• June 30, 2016: Guest speaker on journalism for a group of Native American high school students in the summer Upward Bound program 
• April 27, 2016: Welcomed about 30 middle school students from throughout Missoula to discuss journalism in Montana for We Are Montana in the Classroom
• April 21, 2016: Guest lecturer in “Celebrating UM’s Scholars, Researchers and Change Makers” for We Are Montana in the Classroom
• April 2016: Montana Journalism High School Day, presented an hour-long class on diversity in news. 
• March 22, 2016: Welcomed 25 Native American students from CS Porter Middle School and talked about the Native News Project before giving them a tour of Don Anderson Hall
• March 8, 2016: Guest speaker on diversity issues in reporting, Dennis Swibold’s Ethics and Trends in News Media
• June 30, 2015: Guest speaker to Upward bound students, discussing the Native News project and need for Native Americans in journalism. 
• April, 2015: Montana Journalism High School Day, presenter of an hour-long class on diversity in news stories. 
• April 18, 2014: Guest presenter at the Missoula Indian Education Youth Strand. I discussed the role of media and first amendment challenges in Montana’s Indian Country to about 150 students. 
• April 17, 2014: Presenter, Montana Journalism High School Day. I discussed the importance of diversity in the media to about 20 high school students from throughout the region. 
• October 14, 2013: Guest speaker on diversity issues in reporting and writing, Denise Dowling’s Ethics and Trends in News Media. 
• April 17, 2013: Guest presenter during the Missoula Indian Youth Conference at in the University Center. I taught a workshop, “Closing the Digital Storytelling Divide on Indian Country,” about reporting techniques that are only possible on reservations via mobile technology and social media, to about 200 Native American high school students from throughout the state. 
• September 19, 2012: Guest speaker on diversity issues in reporting and writing, Denise Dowling’s Ethics and Trends in News Media (JOUR 481). 
• September 12, 2012: Guest speaker (via Skype) Covering Diversity Issues, Tony Ramirez, Arizona State University Walter Cronkite School of Journalism. 
• September 23, 2011: Guest speaker during American Indian Heritage Day, gave a presentation, “From Reprobate to Reporter: A Socially Awkward Man’s Unlikely Journey into Native Journalism.” 
• September 20, 2011: Guest speaker on diversity issues in reporting and writing, Denise Dowling’s Ethics and Trends in News Media (JOUR 481). 
• October 20, 2010: Panelist, “Keeping Jacob on the Reservation,” a discussion about the racial depictions of the Native American characters in the movie “New Moon.” 
• October 6, 2010: Guest speaker on journalism and opportunities, Native American Freshman Interest group. 
• September 30, 2010: Guest speaker on journalism and opportunities, Native American Entrepreneurs student group.
• September 23, 2010: Guest speaker on journalism and opportunities, Kyi-Yo student group.
• September 21, 2010: Guest speaker on diversity issues in reporting and writing, Denise Dowling’s Ethics and Trends in News Media (JOUR 481). 

Service to the School
• May 21, 2016: “Across the Divide,” the 2016 edition of the Native News Honors Project, a 48-page publication inserted in editions of both the Missoulian and the Billings Gazette. I worked with a class consisting of eight teams of reporters and photographers to cover issues related to politics on Montana’s Indian Country. (http://nativenews.jour.umt.edu/2016/) 
• July 5-12, 2015: Director, Native American Journalism Fellowship. In its second year, I lead the selection of 10 students as well as 10 mentors from the profession. I then led the group to produce a newspaper as well as a working, multimedia newsroom at the NAJA annual conference. 
• May 23, 2015: “Intertwined,” the 2015 edition of the Native News Honors Project, a 48-page publication inserted in editions of both the Missoulian and the Billings Gazette. I worked with a class consisting of eight teams of reporters and photographers to cover issues related to relationships and how people connect with one another on Montana’s reservations. (http://nativenews.jour.umt.edu/2015/)
• May 2015: Fifty-point business plan, for my final project as an MBA candidate in the School of Business Administration, I worked with a group to produce a business plan for the Montana Kaimin as it shifted from a daily newspaper to a weekly with a digital focus. 
• May 28, 2014: “Driving Forces,” the 2014 edition of the Native News Honors Project, a 48-page publication inserted in editions of both the Missoulian and the Billings Gazette. I worked with a class consisting of 9 teams of reporters and photographers to cover issues related to innovative solutions on Montana’s reservations. (http://nativenews.jour.umt.edu/2014/) 
• July 2014: During the annual conference of the Native American Journalists Association, I worked on several projects as a representative of the School of Journalism. This includes the student project, which included a fully functioning newsroom. 
• April 10-12: Guest presenter, Journalism Education Association/National Scholastic Press Association conference, San Diego, Calif. Sessions included “Covering Across the Digital Divide,” focusing on using wireless technology to cover rural areas, and “Writing For the Eyes,” a feature writing presentation. 
• May 25, 2013: “Vast Expenses” the 2013 edition of the Native News Honors Project, a 40-page publication inserted in editions of both the Missoulian and the Billings Gazette. I worked with a class consisting of 8 teams of reporters and photographers to cover issues related to spending on Montana’s reservations. (http://nativenews.jour.umt.edu/2013/) 
• So far have secured $20,200 for the Reznet project working with the Gannett Foundation. 
• November 2012 to February 2013: Member, search committee for assistant professor position. 
• May 2012: “Open For Business,” the 2012 edition of the Native News Honors Project, a 40-page publication inserted in editions of both the Missoulian and the Billings Gazette. I worked with a class consisting of 16 teams of reporters and photographers to cover issues related to working and employment on Montana’s reservations. (http://nativenews.jour.umt.edu/2012/) 
• Adviser for about 41 students in the journalism school. I also am asked to advise Native American journalism and pre-journalism majors and to work with them, helping them build a sense of community in the school. I also help them find scholarship money. 
• Member, Diversity Committee, for the School of Journalism. 
• Travel and recruiting high school and tribal students on the seven reservations throughout the state. So far, I’ve travelled 2,092 miles. 

Service to the Profession
• January-April 2016: I worked closely with volunteers from the Society of Professional Journalists and the Radio and Television Digital News Association to select the presenters for the 2016 Excellence in Journalism conference in New Orleans. 
• April 29 2016: Co-hosted the UNITY Journalists for Diversity regional conference, “Stories from the Four Corners: Empowering the Southwestern Perspective.” 
• April 28, 2016: Co-hosted the UNITY Journalists for Diversity townhall event on immigration, “What’s Your Story.” 
• As president of the Native American Journalists Association, I helped guide the organization through its roughest period in which revenue dried up completely. Using networking resources and delegation of duties among the board, I helped lead the organization through three weeks of zero funds until revenue started again. 
• Nov. 21, 2015: Led the NAJA board through a daylong “retreat” in which we developed a solid fundraising strategy as well as a three-year plan, which included broadening our network to join forces with established journalism organizations like UNITY, Journalists for Diversity and the Society of Professional Journalists. 
• Nov. 2, 2015: Presenter at the Washington Journalism Education Association regional conference, “Writing for the Eyes, Using the Senses to Create Engaging Feature Stories” 
• July 12, 2015: I was elected president of the Native American Journalists Association board of directors. In this leadership role, I preside over the board as NAJA moves forward to find new fundraising partners and projects as well as continue to develop its relationship with its 500 members. 
• July: Appointed on the UNITY Journalists for Diversity board of directors. 
• July 30, 2015: Guest on “First Edition with Sean Yoes,” a public radio show that airs on WEAA in Baltimore, discussing the lack of media coverage of Native Americans who died in police custody over the summer. 
• July 31, 2015: Guest panelist on an episode of Native American Calling, nationally syndicated talk show. 
• July 13, 2014: I was elected the treasurer of the Native American Journalists Association board of directors. Also appointed chair of both its finance and education committees. 
• July 11: Guest presenter, “Decolonizing Journalism Education,” during the annual NAJA conference. Discussed the use of Native News as an opportunity to inject real world experience into the classroom. 
• Oct. 26, 2013: Guest presenter in a panel discussion “Classrooms as Newsrooms: Teaching Journalism in the real World” at Columbia Journalism School. 
• July 21, 2013: Elected as the Native American Journalists Association vice president. 
• July 14-21, 2013: Managing editor of the Native Voices student project, working with 20 high school and college students to produce news content for the NAJA annual convention in Phoenix, Ariz. 
• March-July 2013: Member, the Native American Journalists Association Education Committee. Working with other members to design the curriculum for the summer Native Voices project. 
• March 2013, Freelance story, “Gambling on rez tourism: Tribal casinos expand and go upscale,” High Country News
• June 15-18, 2011: Co-taught a three-day course on reporting, writing and journalism ethics at the American Indian Journalism Institute, a Freedom Forum-sponsored annual event that trains Native American students in journalism basics, Vermillion, S.D. 
• April 4, 2011: Guest speaker (via Skype) on news reporting and ethics, Native American Digital Journalism, The University of New Mexico, Mary Bowannie. 
• October 16, 2010: Panelist on “Non-profit Environmental Journalism: Here to Stay,” at the Society of Environmental Journalists national conference, Missoula, Mont. 

Scholarship and Creative Activity
• January 2016: Wrote a 3,000-word chapter on diversity in journalism for the textbook, “Covering American Politics in the 21st Century: An Encyclopedia of News Titans, Trends and Controversies”(ABC-CLIO) 
• In 2015, I was appointed director of the Native American Journalism Fellowship in its second year. This meant putting together a newsroom of 10 college students and 10 mentors from the professional field. I also acted as editor as we pitched and fleshed out story ideas and assigned them to students. I also brokered deals with the Gannett company to print our publication for free. 
• In July 2014 I helped launch the Native American Journalism Fellowship inaugural class. The program is a yearlong effort to mentor 10 Native American journalism college students. Working with NAJA and the Newseum, we presented a weeklong curriculum during the annual NAJA conference teaching the basics of journalistic storytelling in several formats. We continue to work with the students, who will receive college credit from the UM journalism school upon completion. 
• Freelance work: “Postcard from Montana,” a print story features in the July/August issue of Native People’s Magazine. 
•Freelance work: “Insight: A Quarter-Century of Covering Native American Issues,” a print story featured in the School of Journalism’s centennial publication. 
• Developing Reznet, an online news site (http://reznetnews.org) designed to give Native American journalism students an opportunity to produce and publish news content. Preparing to redesign the site to include significantly more social media updates, allowing students to contribute and localize news stories with cell phones. Working to create a new Drupal site. 
• 2013, Working with NAJA and the Freedom Forum to design a new curriculum to recruit and mentor Native American journalism students. The proposed project would create a boot camp that would host students as they learn the basics of journalistic storytelling. 
• 2012, Worked with Radio Rookies, NYC-based mentoring broadcast project, to create Reznet Radio, which would create a boot camp and mentoring program for Native college students to learn broadcast/multimedia production. 
• Prepared a 49-page report, “ReznetNews.org: A Strategy to Create a Financially Stable Product,” which includes a 24-page appendix: 50-point web analysis. 
• Worked with web consultant to update the content management system (Drupal 7) and to make the site more secure. 

Continuing Education 
• Awarded an MBA from the University of Montana’s School of Business Administration program. Successfully completed 37 graduate-level credits. Also completed 15 credits in the pre-MBA program. 
• April 2013, Invited to a weeklong conference: “America Healing” by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in Asheville, N.C. 
• August 1-5, 2011, Five-day Poynter workshop: “Digital Entrepreneurship: Building Your Online Business,” St. Petersburg, Florida. 
• June 2011, Attended a six-day course on multimedia by the Freedom Forum Diversity Institute, American Indian Journalism Institute.” 
• May 2011, Invited to a weeklong conference: “America Healing, Building the Field and Connecting the Leaders” by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in Asheville, N.C.
• Summer 2011, Selected for two-day seminar: “Green Thread” (developing environmentally sustainable course content) by The University of Montana. 
• January-February 2011, Five-week course, “Build a Powerful Custom Website with Drupal,” Lifelong Learning Center, Missoula, Montana. 
• September 2010, Selected for two-day seminar: “The Next Generation of Media Managers” by the American Press Institute in Pomona, California. 
• September 2010, Selected for two-day seminar: “Beyond the Media” by the American Press Institute, in Pomona, California.
• June 2009, Weeklong seminar: “Transforming Ethnic Media Organizations for the Digital Now” by the Knight Digital Media Center and USC Annenberg School for Communication & Journalism in Atlanta, Georgia.
• April 2005, Weeklong seminar: “Going Beyond the Agenda, Investigating Local Government” by the Western Knight Center for Specialized Journalism in Los Angeles.

Honors
• 2014, First place, Society of Professional Journalists regional Mark of Excellence Awards, “Best Independent Online Student Publication (Large)” category for the 2014 Native News Honors Project, “Driving Forces.” 
• 2014, National Hearst Journalism Awards Program awarded seventh place in feature writing to Bjorn Bergeson’s Native News Honors Project story, “Split Decisions; Blackfeet citizens fight to fix fractured government.” 
• 2014: Society of Professional Journalists regional Mark of Excellence Awards, “Online News Reporting” finalist, “Split Decisions” by Bjorn Bergeson. 
• 2013, First place, Society of Professional Journalists regional Mark of Excellence Awards, “Best Independent Online Student Publication (Large)” category for the 2013 Native News Honors Project, “Vast Expenses.” 
• 2013: Finalist, Society of Professional Journalists regional Mark of Excellence Awards, “Online In-Depth Reporting,” “Waiting for Home,” by Matt Hudson from “Vast Expenses.” 
• 2013: Finalist, Society of Professional Journalists regional Mark of Excellence Awards, “Online News Reporting,” “Flipping the Coin,” by Taylor W. Anderson from “Vast Expenses.” 
• 2012, First place, Society of Professional Journalists regional Mark of Excellence Awards, “Best Independent Online Student Publication (Large) category for the 2012 Native News Honors Project, “Open for Business.” 
• 2011, Recommended for merit increase by the University of Montana School of Journalism Faculty Evaluation Committee for outstanding work in service. (Approved by the Provost in 2012.) 
•2008, Native American Journalists Association media awards: Best News Story, daily/weekly publication category.
•2008, Arizona Press Club awards: First Place Political/Government Reporting.
• 2006, NAJA media awards: First Place in Environmental Reporting.
• 2002 James P. Reston fellow, The New York Times, 10-week reporting internship on the Metro Desk in Manhattan
• 2001 American Society of Newspaper Editors “Newslab” student project in Washington, D.C.
• 2000-01, Scripps Howard Top Ten Scholar, $10,000 scholarship

Professional Associations
The Native American Journalists Association, President
The Native American Journalists Association, Treasurer/Education Committee chair/Finance Committee chair, since July 2014
The Native American Journalists Association, Vice President, since July 2013 
The Native American Journalists Association, Member, board of directors
The Native American Journalists Association, Member since 2005
Investigative Reporters and Editors, Member since 2009 

Courses Taught
Fall 2010
• Diversity in the Media-JOUR 288

Spring 2011
• Reporting-JOUR 270

Fall 2011
• Diversity in the Media-JOUR 288

Spring 2012
• Native News Honors Project, Reporting Native News-JOUR 421

Fall 2012
• Reporting-JOUR 270

Spring 2013
• Native News Honors Project Reporting Native News-JOUR 421

Fall 2013
• Reporting-JRNL 270

Spring 2014
• Reporting Native News-JRNL 411

Summer 2014
• Reznet Reporting-JRNL 391

Fall 2014
• Ethics and Trends in the Media-JRNL 400
• Diversity in the Media-JRNL 201

Spring 2015
• Reporting Native News-JRNL 411
• Elements of News Writing-JRNL 170

Fall 2015
• Elements of News Writing-JRNL 170

Spring 2016
• Reporting Native News-JRNL 411
• Elements of News Writing-JRNL 170
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